Family, Schools, or Culture: What Explains Differences in U.S. Student Achievement Across Ethnic Groups on PISA 2012? by Breton, Theodore R.
No. 17-24 
2017 
Family, Schools, or Culture: What Explains Differ-
ences in U.S. Student Achievement Across Ethnic 
Groups on PISA 2012?   



















































Overall	 White	 Black	 Hispanic	 Asian	























































































































	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
Sample		 All	 All	 All	 All	 All	 White	 Black		 Hisp	 Asian	
Observations	 4978	 4978	 4978	 4978	 4978	 2553	 641	 1176	 227	


























































































































































































































































































































Blacks	 -79	points	 -(8-19)	points	 -(13-24)	points	 -47	points	 59%	
Hispanics	 -45	points	 -(16-31)	points	 -(2-17)	points	 -12	points	 27%	






















































	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
Sample		 All	 All	 All	 All	 All	 White	 Black		 Hisp	 Asian	
Observations	 4978	 4978	 4978	 4978	 4978	 2553	 641	 1176	 227	















































































































































































































































































Blacks	 -69	points	 -(8-19)	points	 -(5-17)	points	 -44	points	 59%	
Hispanics	 -36	points	 -(17-33)	points	 -12	to	+4	points	 -7	points	 27%	








































































































	 White	 Black	 Hispanic	 Asian	
Mother	 .42	 .37	 .16	 .45	













	 White	 Black	 Hispanic	 Asian	
Number	of	Books	at	home	 190	 95	 100	 173	






































Fuchs, Thomas, and Woessmann, Ludger, 2007, “What accounts for international differences in 
student performance?  A re-examination using PISA data,” Empirical Economics, 32, 433-464 
Jerrim,	John,	2015,	“Why	do	East	Asian	children	perform	so	well	 in	PISA?	 	An	 investigation	of	
Western-born	children	of	East	Asian	descent,”	Oxford	Review	of	Education,	v41,	n3,	310-333	
OECD,	2014,	“PISA	2012	Technical	Report,		https://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/PISA-
2012-technical-report-final.pdf	
Riegle-Crumb,	Catherine,	and	Grodsky,	Eric,	2010,	“Racial-ethnic	Differences	at	the	Intersection	
of	Math	Course-taking	and	Achievement,”	Sociology	of	Education,	v83,	n3,	248-270			
Simon,	Stephanie,	2013,	“PISA	Results:	‘Educational	Stagnation,’”	Politico	Magazine,	12/03/2013		
Van	Ewijk,	Reyn,	and	Sleegers,	Peter,	2010,	“Peer	ethnicity	and	achievement:	a	meta-analysis	
into	the	compositional	effect,”	School	Effectiveness	and	School	Improvement,	v21,	n3,	237-265	
Washington,	Julie	A.,	2001,	“Early	Literacy	Skills	in	African-American	Children:	Research	
Considerations,”	Learning	Disabilities	Research	&	Practice,	v16,	n4,	213-221	
	
